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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in Europe on 13August2002. It is noted, however, that applicant has not 
filed a certified copy of the 02405689.7 application as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(b). 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because Figure 1 symbols lack descriptive labels. 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version 
of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an 
amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be 
canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and 
where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. 
Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the 
remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
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applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4, 8-12 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Janick (US application 20020013852). 

Consider claim 1. Janick clearly shows and discloses an electronic device, 
comprising interfaces for connecting output units to said device (("The system disclosed 
herein provides a communication connection and a content and data management 
system comprised of software and hardware...") paragraph 0072), a control unit for 
controlling the routing of messages (("System control application 18 serves the function 
of managing the connection between content 10 and various servers on Internet 8, and 
PC 34 and storage gateway 38, and also manages the flow of information between PC 
34 and storage gateway 38, and client devices 78.") paragraph 0084), said messages 
being determined to be presented to a user of said device via at least one of said output 
units, said control unit being configured for: determining at least one of said output units 
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for routing a message to based on a result of a message classification process, and 
routing said message to that interface serving said determined output unit (("Briefly and 
generally, the system is used to provide a means for end users to program preference- 
based content for delivery at various client devices, and then to automatically or under 
the control of the user, send the content to client devices for presentation to the end 
user.") paragraph 0027). 

Consider claim 2, and as applied to claim 1 above. Janick clearly shows and 
discloses an electronic device comprising a stored look-up table (("System control 
application database 96 is a set of files that contain system parameters and data.") 
paragraph 0085) with classification levels being allocated to output units ("Further sub 
classification of content within file types or genres. For example a "music" category may 
be further divided into additional classifications such as "classical", "jazz", "pop", 
"internet radio" and the like.") paragraph 0077). 

Consider claim 3, and as applied to claim 1 above. Janick clearly shows and 
discloses an electronic device comprising a classification unit for running said 
classification process for classifying to be output messages (("Audio device content 
editor 24 provides the user with the ability to group audio files (tracks) into user-defined 
playlists, which are text association that contains a list of and paths to audio files or the 
URLs or IP addresses of audio streams, and are stored in system control application 
database 96. For example, a user may create a playlist called "Classical Music" that 
contains ten Beethoven symphonies.") paragraph 0132). 
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Consider claim 4, and as applied to claim 1 above. Janick clearly shows and 
discloses an electronic device wherein classification process is configured for 
classifying a message on the basis of its content (("Associate a content type or content 
module with one of the softkey buttons 124 located beside display 132.") paragraph 
0150). 

Consider claim 8, and as applied to claim 1 above. Janick clearly shows and 
discloses an electronic device comprising an identification unit for identifying connected 
output units and for making control unit determine output units for routing message to 
(("Network Address Translation (NAT) and routing-certain client devices 78 must be 
connected to the Internet 8 in real time. Core module 42 acts to connect messages and 
streams from client devices 78 to Internet 8, and from Internet 8 to the client devices 78. 
") paragraph 0107). 

Consider claim 9, and as applied to claim 1 above. Janick clearly shows and 
discloses an electronic device that is portable (("In this embodiment, client device 78 is 
a portable computing device referred to as a webpad 92, able to be carried around the 
house or within range of LAN 70.") paragraph 0197). 

Consider claim 10. Janick clearly shows and discloses a method for routing an 
electronic message from an electronic device to an output unit, comprising automatically 
controlled steps of: determining at least one of several output units based on a result of 
a message classification process (("System control application 18 serves the function of 
managing the connection between content 10 and various servers on Internet 8, and PC 
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34 and storage gateway 38, and also manages the flow of information between PC 34 
and storage gateway 38, and client devices 78.") paragraph 0084); and initiating a 
message to be routed to determined output unit for presenting the message to a user 
(("Briefly and generally, the system is used to provide a means for end users to program 
preference-based content for delivery at various client devices, and then to 
automatically or under the control of the user, send the content to client devices for 
presentation to the end user/") paragraph 0027). 

Consider claim 1 1 , and as applied to claim 10 above. Janick clearly shows and 
discloses a method wherein the message is classified and the classification result is 
provided (("Audio device content editor 24 provides the user with the ability to group 
audio files (tracks) into user-defined playlists, which are text association that contains a 
list of and paths to audio files or the URLs or IP addresses of audio streams, and are 
stored in system control application database 96. For example, a user may create a 
playlist called "Classical Music" that contains ten Beethoven symphonies.") paragraph 
0132). 

Consider claim 12, and as applied to claim 1 1 above. Janick clearly shows and 
discloses a method wherein classification process is configured for classifying a 
message on the basis of its content (("Associate a content type or content module with 
one of the softkey buttons 124 located beside display 132.") paragraph 0150). 

Consider claim 16, and as applied to claim 10 above. Janick clearly shows and 
discloses a method wherein the availability of output units is checked, and wherein only 
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one or more of the available output units can be determined for routing said message to 
(("Network Address Translation (NAT) and routing-certain client devices 78 must be 
connected to the Internet 8 in real time. Core module 42 acts to connect messages and 
streams from client devices 78 to Internet 8, and from Internet 8 to the client devices 78. 
") paragraph 0107). 

Consider claim 17. Janick clearly shows and discloses a program storage device 
readable by a digital processing apparatus and having a program of instructions which 
are tangibly embodied on the storage device and which are executable by the 
processing apparatus (("The setup functions provide the user with the ability to organize 
and manage content that is to be sent to a device. Content 10 may be stored or 
generated on Internet 8, or may exist on a local storage device, such on the PC's 34 
hard disk drive 30, or on storage gateway 38. This content is organized and managed 
with the use of device content editors that are an aspect of GUI module 46 of system 
control application 18.") paragraph 0130) to perform a method for routing an electronic 
message from an electronic device to an output unit, comprising automatically 
controlled steps of: determining at least one of several output units based on a result of 
a message classification process (("System control application 18 serves the function of 
managing the connection between content 10 and various servers on Internet 8, and PC 
34 and storage gateway 38, and also manages the flow of information between PC 34 
and storage gateway 38, and client devices 78.") paragraph 0084); and initiating a 
message to be routed to determined output unit for presenting the message to a user 
(("Briefly and generally, the system is used to provide a means for end users to program 
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preference-based content for delivery at various client devices, and then to 
automatically or under the control of the user, send the content to client devices for 
presentation to the end user.") paragraph 0027). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 5-7 and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Janik (US 2002001 3852 A1 ) in view of Seibel et al. (US 7043531 B1 ). 

Regarding claim 5, and as applied to claim 1 above, Janik discloses an electronic 
device that classifies data. This reads on the claimed "...wherein classification process 
is configured for classifying a message..." (("Further sub classification of content within 
file types or genres.") paragraph 0077). However, Janik fails to teach classifying data in 
terms of presentability. Seibel et al. discloses a classification process based on 



Application/Control Number: 10/636,004 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2109 

presentability. This reads on the claimed "...classifying a message on the basis of its 
presentability." (("Convenience: An item of interest to the buyer may be presented at the 
fore front with cross selling items presented secondarily.") column 10 lines 61-63). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the classification by presentability as 
taught by Seibel et al. with the classification process as taught by Janik for the purpose 
of a classification process configured for classifying a message on the basis of its 
presentability. 

Regarding claim 6, and as applied to claim 1 above, Janik discloses an electronic 
device that classifies data. This reads on the claimed "...wherein classification process 
is configured for classifying a message..." (("Further sub classification of content within 
file types or genres.") paragraph 0077). However, Janik fails to teach classifying data in 
terms of the sender. Hegli et al. discloses a classification process based on the sender. 
This reads on the claimed "...classifying a message on the basis of the sender." (("The 
alternate threshold database 284(d) includes network threshold values that are used by 
the network load monitor to deny or allow access to sites/pages based on the identity of 
the user.") column 12 lines 7-10). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the classification by sender as taught by 
Hegli et al. with the classification process as taught by Janik for the purpose of a 
classification process configured for classifying a message on the basis of the sender. 
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Regarding claim 7, and as applied to claim 1 above, Janik discloses an electronic 
device that classifies data. This reads on the claimed "...wherein classification process 
is configured for classifying a message..." (("Further sub classification of content within 
file types or genres.") paragraph 0077). However, Janik fails to teach classifying data in 
terms of confidentiality. Seibel et al. discloses a classification process based on 
confidentiality. This reads on the claimed "...classifying a message on the basis of its 
confidentiality." (("Security level: For first time and low experience users, the web site 
can be presented with reassurances related to on-line security.") column 10 lines 54- 
56). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the classification by confidentiality level 
as taught by Seibel et al. with the classification process as taught by Janik for the 
purpose of a classification process configured for classifying a message on the basis of 
its confidentiality. 

Regarding claim 13, and as applied to claim 1 1 above, Janik discloses a method 
that classifies data. This reads on the claimed "...wherein classification method is 
configured for classifying a message..." (("Further sub classification of content within file 
types or genres.") paragraph 0077). However, Janik fails to teach classifying data in 
terms of presentability. Seibel et al. discloses a classification process based on 
presentability. This reads on the claimed "...classifying a message on the basis of its 
presentability." (("Convenience: An item of interest to the buyer may be presented at the 
fore front with cross selling items presented secondarily.") column 10 lines 61-63). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the method of classification by 
presentability as taught by Seibel et al. with the method of classification process as 
taught by Janik for the purpose of classification method configured for classifying a 
message on the basis of its presentability. 

Regarding claim 14, and as applied to claim 11 above, Janik discloses a method 
that classifies data. This reads on the claimed "...wherein classification method is 
configured for classifying a message..." (("Further sub classification of content within file 
types or genres.") paragraph 0077). However, Janik fails to teach classifying data in 
terms of the sender. Hegli et al. discloses a classification method based on the sender. 
This reads on the claimed "...classifying a message on the basis of the sender." (("The 
alternate threshold database 284(d) includes network threshold values that are used by 
the network load monitor to deny or allow access to sites/pages based on the identity of 
the user.") column 12 lines 7-10). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the method of classification by sender 
as taught by Hegli et al. with the method of classification process as taught by Janik for 
the purpose of a classification method configured for classifying a message on the basis 
of the sender. 

Regarding claim 15, and as applied to claim 1 1 above, Janik discloses a method 
that classifies data. This reads on the claimed "...wherein classification method is 



Application/Control Number: 10/636,004 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2109 

configured for classifying a message..." (("Further sub classification of content within file 
types or genres.") paragraph 0077). However, Janik fails to teach classifying data in 
terms of confidentiality. Seibel et al. discloses a classification method based on 
confidentiality. This reads on the claimed "...classifying a message on the basis of its 
confidentiality." (("Security level: For first time and low experience users, the web site 
can be presented with reassurances related to on-line security.") column 10 lines 54- 
56). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the method of classification by 
confidentiality level as taught by Seibel et al. with the classification method as taught by 
Janik for the purpose of a classification method configured for classifying a message on 
the basis of its confidentiality. 

Conclusion 

Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571 ) 273-8300 or mailed 

to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
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Alexandria, VA 22314 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Mark Fearer whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1770. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7:30am to 
5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Rafael Perez-Gutierrez can be reached on (571) 272-7915. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) or 571-272-4100. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-2600. 

Mark Fearer 
M.D.F./mdf 
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